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REMINISCENCES OF WINF1ELD S. HANCOCK.
I was struck several times with small fragments of shells, and had my horse killed under me. John is unhurt. My horse was shot twice. My division did well. General Hays was wounded twice. Canall's command did well.
" We will, I suppose, have another fight to-day.
"Kiss my dear children for me, and believe me to be, as ever, your                                     " Fond husband,
"WINFIELD S. HANCOCK. " To Mrs. W. S. Hancock, Cameron, Mo."
My husband writes :
" I do not know what will be the next turn of the wheel of Fortune, or what Providence has in store for this unhappy army. I have had the blues ever since I returned from the campaign. I will send you a more complete account of this battle soon. We get the Chronicle and Inquirer daily: they are filled with inaccuracies. We are not allowed to have the New York papers. They may not contain more truth, and I suppose they have some attacks against the Government. I am told that some of the New
York papers recommend General------------and General------------
for the command of the Army. That would be too much. I should ask to be relieved at once. I cannot stand any more inflictions of this kind. I have not recovered from our last failure, which should have been a brilliant victory. Hooker had two large corps (Meade's and Reynolds's), which had not been engaged. He was implored to put them into action at 10 o'clock on Sunday, when the enemy had, apparently, used up all their troops. He would not do it. Now the blame is to be put on Sedgwick for not joining us; as if it were possible to do so with one corps, when we had six corps, and this force was not considered strong enough to attempt to unite with Sedgwick, without risk to the command. But it seems that Providence for some wise purpose intended our defeat. The day before the fight Hooker said to a general officer, < God Almighty could not prevent me from winning a victory to-morrow.' Pray, could we expect a victory after that ? He also told Mr. Lincoln that he would either win a victory or be in hell. The President told him